CHAPTER XLII
The Wakeford Case
Incredible! - The Archdeacon's story - A plain unvarnished tale - Was it a
conspiracy ? - Inconsistencies - Lord Birkenhead's judgment.
OF all the notable causes in which Sir Edward Carson appeared
few excited more public interest or more divided public opinion
than the last, the celebrated case of Archdeacon Wakeford. A
purse had been raised by subscription to finance the appeal, and
the nation was divided between those who supported his inno-
cence and those who asserted his guilt. By a curious coincidence
the appeal was heard in the court in which Carson was shortly
to take his seat as judge, the Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council, and the approaches to that august tribunal were so
thronged by gentlemen of piety and ladies of fashion that there
was almost a riot in Downing Street.
The background and some of the characters of the story might
have ciome out of a novel by Anthony Trollope, although the
Victorian novelist would hardly have placed a dignitary of the
Church in so compromising a situation. The Venerable John
Wakeford, Canon and Precentor of Lincoln Cathedral, Archdea-
con of Stow and Vicar of Kirkstead, was at the time upwards of
sixty years of age, a man evidently of character and intelligence,
dignified and impressive, widely known and highly respected as
a diocesan administrator, a preacher and a writer of many books
on theology and devotion. The Bishop of Lichfield testified that
although the character of his friend made the accusations fan-
tastic there was an element in his personality which might excite
enmity, and certainly of malice (which is not altogether un-
known in our Cathedral cities) there was more than a suggestion
as the case proceeded. It should here be explained that it was
because there was evidence of bias in one of the assessors (and
because the conduct of the case had been in one respect irregular)
that an appeal had been admitted, and what the Committee